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QUAD 
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ORGANIZATION (if any): Dept. of Planning, Research, and Development 
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IDENTIFICATION A ; A 
. BUILDING NAME (S): Charles Shipman Payson Estate/North Shore Unitarian Society 


1 
2. COUNTY: Nassau TOWN/CITY North Hempstead yj; LAGE: Manhasset (unincorp) 
3. STREET LOCATION: _Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset 11030 
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public b. private K] 
5. PRESENT OWNERNorth Shore Unitarian Universalist Society, Plandome Road, Manhasset 
6. USE: Original: _ residence Present: church headquarters 
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC Exterior visible from public road: Yes B _ No O 
Interior accessible: Explain by appointment 
DESCRIPTION 
8. BUILDING a. clapboard C] b. stone [Xi c. brick C] d. board and batten O 
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone C] f. shingles C] g. stucco C] other: 
9. STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints C} 
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members C] 
(if known) c. masonry load bearing walls K] 
d. metal (explain) 
e. other_ 
10. CONDITION: a. excellent Gg b. good c. fair O d. deteriorated 
11. INTEGRITY: a. original site ie b. moved if so,when? 


c. list major alterations and dates (if known): 


New driveway leading to mansion. 


12. poro: Neg- KK Iv-19, fm. W/SW. 13. MAP: NYS DOT Sea Cliff Quad 
4 = High Sch\v-<" 


11030 


MA,16 t 


14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known G b. zoning O c. roads 0 
d. developers O e. deterioration O 
f. other: 

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: 
a. barn b. carriage house C] c. garage O 
d. privy O e. shed f. greenhouse O 


g. shop © h. gardens Eà 
i. landscape features:__CObblestone court, axial gardens 
j. other: pool and pool house 
16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _ (check more than one if necessary): 
a. open land K] b. woodland £] 
c. scattered buildings K] 
d. densely built-up C e. commercial C] 


f. industrial O g. residential es 
h.other: Greentree (Whitney Estate) 


17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: The Universalist Society 
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)hag built a new driveway which 
leads directly to the mansion, 


Refer to continuation sheet. obyi sting "the ced) vo meee 
Greentree driveway. 


18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known): 


Refer to continuation sheet. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 78 


William Delano of Delano & Aldrich 


+—_-— 


ARCHITECT: 


BUILDER: 


20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: j 


Refer to continuation sheet. 


21. SOURCES: Insurance Maps of Town of North Hempstead, NY, Sanborn Map 
Co., Inc., 1977-80, Sheet No. 643. 


Refer to continuation sheet. 


22. THEME: Architecture - Landscape Architecture and Architects 


Form prepared by Kurt Kahofer, research assistant n 
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Payson Estate, Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset 


17 - The 102 acre former Payson estate is located on Shelter 


18 


20 


Rock Road, south and west side, north of the Long Island 
Expressway and south of Northern Boulevard. It is border- 
ed on the south by the incorporated estate village of 
North Hills. The property is in the south east portion of 
the 439 acre Whitney estate, "Greentree." The Payson pro- 
perty was created in 1924 from Greentree and represents 
approximately 1/4 of that land tract. The property is 
predominantly woodland and lawn, with outbuildings and 
landscape features original to the construction of the 
main house. (Photos A, B. and C) A pool house, with a 
lattice-enclosed, large deep pool built in 1910 is di- 
rectly west of the house. (Photo D) The adjacent Whitney 
tract is the largest privately-owned parcel in the Town 

of North Hempstead todey. A cobblestone drive leads to 
the main entrance of the Payson House on the east facade. 
(Photo E) Immediately surrounding the house are axial 
gardens and other period landscape features. (Photo F) 


The Payson House, now the North Shore Unitarian Univer- 
salist Society headquarters, is a large 2 1/2 story 
fieldstone mansion on a high, above-ground basement. 

The house is basically H-shaped, with a large U-shaped 
wing on the north. Each unit has a gable roof plus a 
facade gable above the entrance. The main entrance, on 
the east facade, is centered within a two story, semi- 
hexagonal bay capped by a masonry balustrade. Above the 
low segmental arch door, a high window fills the center 
facet of the bay. This composition is set directly be- 
neath a central facade gable with a half round window in 
the gable peak. (Photo G) The rakes of the gable, as 
well as the gable ends of the main block of the house, are 
marked with dentils and a molded enframement. A full re- 
turn crosses the gable peaks. Two symmetrically placed, 
gable roof dormers flank the center gable and round windows 
are featured in the gable ends of the house. Other note- 
worthy features include an arcade under the southwest 
corner (Photo H), fieldstone detailing, and massive 
chimneys throughout. The pool house was built by Payne 
Whitney in 1910 as part of the Whitney estate. 


The Payson House is architecturally significant as an 
example of the work of William Delano of Delano & Aldrich, 
architect of many early 20th century residences of this 
scale. It is significant for its relationship to the 
social history of the estate era in this region. The form, 
detail, and landscape plan of this Georgian mansion are 
intact and well preserved. 
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Payson Estate, Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset 


20 - continued: 


al 


The property was given to Joan Whitney and Charles 
Shipman Payson as a wedding present in 1924 from Joan 


Whitney's parents, Mr. & Mrs, Payne Whitney. The Whitneys 


lived at Greentree, the neighboring 439 acre estate. 

The Payson property was separated from the Greentree 
parcel in 1928 when the Payson House was completed, al- 
though both properties were linked by several drives and 
walkways and often considered as a single property. 


A portion of the Payson property was donated as an ease- 
ment to The Nature Conservancy by Charles Payson. The 
easement expired in 1982. In 1987, the North Shore 
Unitarian Universalist Society bought the entire estate 
for use as headquarters. 


The Payson pool house is of special interest as it was 
built by Payne and Helen Hay Whitney in 1910 or 1911, 
architect not known. A stained glass window "Spring" 
that had been designed and assembled by John LaFarge 
was installed in this "outdoor swimming pool pavilion." 
In 1977 the family gave "Spring" to the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art as a focus for its new American Wing. 


E.W. Howell & Co., Builders. Noted Long Island Homes. 
Babylon, L.I.: 1933. 


Correspondence, North Shore Unitarian Universalist 
Society, 5/28/1987. 
Land Use Options for Greentree, Urbanetics Corp., 1984, 


Antiques Magazine. March 1989. D.Dodge Thompson "John 


LaFarge's masterpieces in stained glass." 
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Payson Estate, Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset 


Photo A 
Neg. KK IV-14, fm. S. South facade, great lawn, and planted terrace. 


Neg. KK IV-21, fm. SW. Detail of fieldstone terrace, south facade. 
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Payson Estate, Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset 


Photo C 
Neg. KK IV-13, fm. SW. 


Neg. KK IV-22, fm. SW. 


View of great lawn towards NE, showing pond. 


| 


Pool house with lattice enclosure around pool. 
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Payson Estate, Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset 


Photo E 
Neg. KK IV-17, fm. E/NE. View of east facade showing cobblestone drive. 


Neg. KK IV-15, fm. E. View towards east facade through axial garden 
framed by cobblestone drive. 
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Payson Estate, Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset 


Wan | iti 


Photo G 
Neg. KK IV-18, fm. E. 
Entrance on east facade. 


Photo H 
Neg. KK IV-12, fm. W. West facade showing arcade at south corner. 


